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Abraham Lincoln’s leadership during the Civil War is immortalized through his 

remarkable speeches, such as the “The Gettysburg Address” and “The Second Inaugural 

Address.” Both of them were delivered at important moments in American history: the 

dedication of the Gettysburg cemetery in 1863 and his second presidential inauguration in 

1865. While these speeches reflect different historical contexts and purposes, they share deep 

messages about unity, sacrifice, and moral responsibility. In “The Gettysburg Address” and 

“The Second Inaugural Address,” there are differences such as the immediate focus and tone 

of their messages; however, there are ultimately many similarities, including their emphasis 

on national unity and collective purpose, creating a message of hope and moral responsibility. 

While both speeches talk about the Civil War, they differ in their immediate focus and 

tone. In “The Gettysburg Address,” Lincoln wants to inspire a nation still affected by war, 

emphasizing the principles of democracy and the necessity of perseverance. He declares, 

“government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.” 

This statement serves as a reuniting saying, urging Americans to honor the dead soldiers by 

ensuring the Union’s success. In contrast, “The Second Inaugural Address” adopts a more 

reflective and serious tone. Near the end of the war, Lincoln acknowledges the profound 

moral results of slavery and divine judgment, saying, “If God wills that it continue until... 

every drop of blood drawn with the lash shall be paid by another drawn with the sword, so 

still it must be said, ‘the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.’” This 

highlights Lincoln’s recognition of the war as not only a political conflict but also a moral 

one. These differences—one speech focused on inspiration, the other on humility and moral 

reflection—reflect Lincoln’s evolving perspective as the war went on. Nevertheless, both 

speeches convey his solid commitment to the Union and justice.   

Despite their differences, both speeches talk about themes of unity, sacrifice, and 

moral responsibility, reinforcing Lincoln’s vision of a new cured nation. In “The Gettysburg 
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Address,” Lincoln honors those who gave their lives for the Union, asserting, “these dead 

shall not have died in vain.” This powerful statement highlights his belief that their sacrifices 

were essential to preserving the nation’s founding principles. Similarly, in “The Second 

Inaugural Address,” Lincoln asks for national healing, stating, “with malice toward none, with 

charity for all... let us strive on to finish the work we are in.” This call for reconciliation 

reflects his desire to unify a separated nation through compassion and collective effort. Both 

speeches emphasize that the war’s sacrifices and moral problems serve a higher purpose: the 

preservation of democracy and the creation of a fair and united future. The similarity in their 

messages illustrates Lincoln’s dedication to guide the nation through its darkest times to 

achieve redemption.   

Abraham Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address” and “Second Inaugural Address” highlight 

the challenges and responsibilities of a nation at war. While they are different in tone and 

immediate focus (one inspiring perseverance and the other reflecting on divine justice) they 

share themes of unity, sacrifice, and moral purpose. Finally, Lincoln’s speeches reach beyond 

their historical moments, providing lessons about the strength of democracy and the morality 

required to maintain it. 
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